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PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),
A very happy and holy Christmas to you all! May it be a time of
peace and refreshment for you with family and friends! May the
Infant Jesus be born in your hearts this Christmas!
We had a lovely term here in St. Brigid’s. The highlight must have
been our Open Evening which was very well attended and a
wonderful spectacle of some of what happens in St. Brigid’s.
Sincere thanks to you for attending and enjoying the fruits of the
combined work of staff and pupils. Thank you too for supporting
your children and the staff in so many different ways during the
term. Without such support much of our effort at Scoil Bhríde
would be in vain!
Right now, as this goes to print, 5th Class along with Junior &
Senior Infants are busy preparing their Christmas Shows. I hope
you enjoy!
I appreciate very much your patience with the building project
during the term. The whole project took much longer than
expected, however, I do think it was worth the wait! We are
delighted with the new ramps and the brand new male, female
and wheelchair access toilets at the back of the hall!
You are invited to attend Mass on Christmas day in the Church of
the Most Holy Rosary, at 10.30 a.m. The girls from St. Brigid’s
will sing in the choir!
Le gach dea-ghuí i gcóir na Nollag agus na hAth-bhliana! Every
good wish to you and your families for Christmas and the New
Year!
Síle Uí Mhurchú
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Concert Preparations

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION
As we prepare for Christmas and look forward to the holidays, we would like to take this opportunity to update you
on our activities since the beginning of the new term. Thanks to all of you who have offered to help. Don’t worry if
you haven’t been contacted yet for help, it’s a long way to go to June.
As always, our annual calendars were a great success and we would like to thank our sponsors who have helped
with the printing costs. Please support these sponsors if possible. A big thank you to everyone who has helped with
getting photographs taken, sponsor letters and selling the calendars.
The Sixth Class girls were carol singing in Market Green on Thursday the 14th of December raising funds for the
charity Penny Dinners. The purpose of this charity is to provide a warm, dry place to sit and eat for those who are
less fortunate. It is one of Cork’s oldest caring organisations. The girls raised €225.37 on the night.
We had our very successful food collection ‘Fill the Trolley’ for S.V.P and Simon Community, both great charities.
The S.V.P food collection is divided into hampers and distributed in the Midleton area. Many thanks to everyone
who has contributed.
We will also have a Christmas dress up day, due to the popularity of our Halloween dress up day which was again a
great fun day. We have more fundraising planned for the New Year. Your continued support is always appreciated.
Needless to say, it’s great to see new faces attending our meetings and new members are always welcome. We
meet on the first Wednesday of every month, in the staff room of the Junior school.
We’d like to wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas,
Parents’ Association – Angela, Tina, Sinéad & Sue Ellen.

Christmas holidays: School closes on Friday, 22nd December and re-opens on Monday, 8th January.
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Staff News
Scoil Bhríde welcomed many new
babies this term! Congratulations to
Ms Kiely, Ms Barry and Ms O Reilly on
the birth of their baby boys and to
Mrs Duggan and Mrs Ahern on the birth of their
baby girls!
Congratulations to Ms O’ Keeffe on her
recent graduation from UCC with a
Higher Diploma in Special Education.
We extend a warm welcome to new staff
members this term – Ms Murphy, Ms Kevany, Ms
Buckley, Ms Savage, Ms Coakley, Ms Coffey,
Susan and Yulia.

This is a lovely idea for a decoration for
your Christmas tree.
Here’s what you will
need: lollipop
sticks, paint or
markers, glue,
sequins and ribbon.
Have fun!

The 10.30am Mass on Christmas Day will
be a ‘Family Mass’ and children from Scoil
Bhríde are invited to join in the choir on
the day.

Cross Country Running

A group of our athletes
travelled to Conna for
cross country running in
September. On what is a
very difficult course the
girls did remarkably well
and brought home some
medals! Maith sibh!
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Christmas Concerts

Both the Senior and Junior schools have been alive with the
sound of Christmas music for the past number of weeks.
Senior Infants performed a selection of Christmas songs and
we all enjoyed the Infant and Fifth Class performances of
‘Ralph the Reindeer’, ‘Away in a Manger’ and ‘Shine, Star,
Shine’.
Girls from First to Sixth Class sang carols at our Christmas
Mass, Sixth Class performed Christmas songs in Market Green
and our after-school choir entertained homecoming
passengers at Cork airport.

Handwriting
Competitions

Garda Visit

Instead we welcomed two local gardaí who
taught the boys and girls about the jobs
they do. The children tried on the Garda’s
hat and examined the squad car.

Congratulations to all the girls
from First Class to Sixth who were
awarded prizes for their handwriting this
term. Well done to all who entered the
handwriting competitions and keep up
the good work.
Answer: 23 Christmas jumpers

The Infant building had blue flashing lights
and sirens blaring this term but thankfully
nobody was in trouble with the law!
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John Spillane

This term we welcomed Mr John Spillane to Scoil Bhríde.
John is a singer/songwriter from Cork who performs
traditional songs in English and Irish. The pupils worked
very hard at learning all the words and it was wonderful
to hear them singing along with John and his guitar. The
highlight of the performance was our First Class Ukulele
Band taking to the stage with John. We hope the pupils
will sing some of the songs learned as their party piece
over the Christmas holidays! Here is a sample of some of
the songs we’ve learned – ‘I’ll tell me Ma’, ‘Trasna na
dTonnta’, ‘Séamuisín’ and ‘The Rattlin’ Bog’.

Full Attendance
Orienteering

Sixth class pupils travelled
to Trabolgan to take part in
a schools’ orienteering trial.
On a very wet and miserable
day the girls had a fabulous
time using their map skills
to complete the course.
Congratulations to Charlie
and Jessica who came in
first place and to Amy and
Rachel who came
in second place.

Science Week

During the 2016-2017 school year Scoil Bhríde
had 38 pupils with full attendance! We commend
these pupils and encourage every child to try to
achieve the same goal for this year.

At Scoil Bhríde we strive to
promote the STEM subjects
(Science,
Technology,
Engineering and Maths) and
lots of activities happened
during Science week this
year. The girls thoroughly
enjoyed learning through
experimenting!

From all of us at Scoil Bhríde!

